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Dear Friends,

We are the Erskines, a homeschooling family from Canmer, KY (otherwise known as
the "boonies", "the sticks", or "the middle of nowhere"). But even though we live in this
rural, isolated area, we have thousands of like-minded homeschooling friends all
around the globe. That's because of our little website called
homeschoolradioshows.com (or livingbooksfortheears.com -- they both point to the
exact same page). There, we share the best educational old time radio shows we can
find, chosen especially with homeschoolers in mind. 

Recently we asked folks who receive our weekly radio shows how they are putting
these classic audio programs to use in their households.

We got some wonderful responses, which we share with you here. Perhaps the ideas
and tips offered here will help you in using these great programs in your own
homeschooling efforts!

So, without further ado, we let our readers speak.

Get inspired... and enjoy!

— The Erskine Family
www.homeschoolradioshows.com



One favorite way of using your old time radio programs at our house is while washing dishes or
folding laundry! It's a great way to keep the kids more cheerful about their chores, and kill s "two
birds with one stone". That is important because we run such a busy li fe with home-schooling
etc. that it would be hard to find time to simply sit down and listen and not be doing anything
else. 

We save the broadcasts to our hard drive that are our favorites and then are able to go back and
enjoy them anytime we wish! 

The top one so far in our opinion was the one about the buried treasure on the island (sorry, can't
recall the exact title.) 

God bless!

The Dueck family in Ohio

-------------------------

Well after acquiring a few CDs we decided to invest in an MP3 player for our van, instead of a
TV/DVD player. I know you give great directions on how to make tapes/cds but I was lured away
by the easiness of just popping the MP3 CD in the player. We live about 20 to 30 minutes away
from anything, grocery stores, kids activities, that I needed to make better use of our time in the
car, also known as carschooling.

I use the KONOS curriculumn and have found many of the radio shows tie in with our current
unit. For example we are doing the honor unit, which covers cathedrals, sculpture, tabernacle,
and Japan. Well for our cathedrals section we listened to the Hunch Back of Notre Dame on
Living books volume 2. Then 2 weeks before we got to the sculpture section in my in box was a
link to down load a radio show on the Statue of Liberty. I also remember back when we were
studying the west and Indians we listened to the Gold Rush and the Alamo. Of course there are
moments when we listen for fun, li ke the cinnamon bear stories. The kids always want to li sten
to the current selection on the MP3. I enjoy the extra spice it gives to our unit studies.

Thanks,
Stacey Lane



Dear Erskine Family, 

I just wanted to let you know that we enjoy your radio shows and are able to use them a few
different ways. As I have written you before, we live in the Mojave Desert. There aren©t too many
radio stations that broadcast through the vast expanse of desert as we travel. That©s where your
shows come in handy. 

We had to travel to Yuma, Arizona in May. We listened to various shows on our 3 1/2 hour drive
there and back twice. (Had to go care for a friend©s children while her husband was in the hospital
in San Diego.) While we were in Yuma, my friend©s kids were taken with the story of the
parachute. 

We also have listened to radio shows as we travel the long, lonely desert between here and
Hatch, Utah. (There is a lot of lonely desert in between!) 

Last July, we had our cable turned off . Since we live far from a major city, we don©t get ANY
television. We just put the disks we have made or ordered into our DVD player and listen while
we do a variety of household and school things. 

We have an older parishioner in the hospital right now. He loves to read but has cataracts and
can©t do it until the surgery is done. (He is in the hospital for another reason right now--could you
say a prayer for him? His name is Frank.) When we go to visit him, I am going to take a CD
player and some disks for him to li sten to. I think he will enjoy that. 

So, there you have it. Not anything earth shattering but when my kids are interested in something
they hear, they usually go and investigate more about it. I should tell you how much I am
enjoying the links you are sending with the weekly programs. Also, the names being easy to
recognize is a blessing as well . Enjoy your beautiful fall weather--it is still i n the 90©s here! (Utah
was lovely last week however--all those fall colors!) 

In His service, 

Renea & Larry Kelley

------------------------

Hi Erskine Family, 



The best time for our children to li sten is at bedtime. They are too busy doing hands-on stuff
during the day. 

I have managed to transfer some of your wonderful radio shows onto cd. I lost the programme to
do this, so have a huge pile left to do this to. 

We found the American History programmes useful when we studied the United States recently.
It added another dimension to their studies. 

My oldest (age 11) enjoys these shows the most. He loves listening to all sorts of ©living books©.
Some we borrow from the public library, others we download from your site. We really li ke the
good morals these stories teach. 

When the kids are relaxed ready for bed, they are more ready to li sten, and that is why we tend to
play the shows at night time. To get the full benefit from the radio shows, I think it is important
for them to have their full attention on the show being played. 

Thanks for the great shows. 

Jeannie from New Zealand.

-----------------------

Today was a good case in point for a great way to use the Radio Theatre stories: My son had
more painting to do on his landforms model, but I had finished the latest read aloud book....what
a wonderful opportunity to haul out the audio stories! 

He chose ©Caesar© which ties in nicely with our studies for later this year. 

Painting progressed beautifully and we were both entertained! 

Thanks again, 

Charne

------------------------



Hello 

We put all of the radio shows onto iTunes and then categorise them appropriately. Then they are
transferred to our iPod so they can be enjoyed in the car or in the lounge room. As they are not
very long, they are perfect for smaller trips, and the series included on the CDs are great for
longer trips. The Children really enjoyed Big John and Sparkie and the Adventures in Research. 

One episode in Adventures in Research helped in our travels receently. We visited Hannibal,
MO, the birthplace of Mark Twain. And there was a picture of the printing machine which was
the subject of the AIR episode, " Patent Number 547860". A great follow up discussion regarding
patents and useful inventions followed. 

Also, the homeschooling families that created their own radio shows inspired us to do our own
too. It was a great family project. 

Cheers 

David Bruggeman

---------------------

We©re the Grow family from Lexington, Virginia! Our family of eight (five sons and one
daughter) li kes to gather in the schoolroom after dinner to li sten to one of your programs. The
littl e ones snuggle with Daddy or Mommie, or play quietly with a puzzle. We find the older
children inching closer and closer to the computer, as if they might climb right into the story any
moment! 

We just love what you©re doing, and thank you! 

York & Kati Grow

---------------------

Thanks so much for providing the radio shows. Now that I know how to burn them to DVD we
listen to them in the car. We really enjoy hearing them, and it provides for some peace in the car,
which is an additional bonus. 

Thanks again, 

Michele Rittenhouse

----------------------



A few notes: 

The children usually li sten to the stories we have downloaded on the computer in the morning,
before they begin school work. My son might play with Legos or small action figures on the floor
while he listens. As for the stories from your MP3 collections that we have burned on to audio
CDs, they have listened to those on their personal CD players on long car trips. (I wrote to you
once about our trip through Italy and how those CDs help save Grandpa©s sanity.) I remember
they did quite a lot of passing the Pinocchio and the Moby Dick CDs back and forth. 

How we have used them in home school: When you send links, we try to look them up as soon as
possible. I think when you sent Life on the Mississipi, or another Mark Twain title, we spent
quite a bit of time looking up the Mark Twain links. We "toured" some of the caves from his
Tom Sawyer/Huck Finn stories. We also tied this in to a larger study: we read The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer, we listened to the unabridged Huckleberry Finn on cassette, and we went to see a
play of Tom Sawyer. 

Some times we©ll print out a short article from one of your website links and put it in one of our
school notebooks. I recently started a "Homeschool Radio Shows" notebook, and I have put
several articles (from websites) in there. For example, "The Mysterious Pirate Pit" fascinated my
10-year-old son, and he recounted the story to his dad at dinner time. We had to get out an atlas
at the dinner table and see if we could find the area on the map. Then we all gathered around the
computer and went to the website(s?) li sted, and read more about the pit and the history behind
it. I printed out one of those articles, which had several pictures, and put it in our notebook. They
can refer to it when they listen to the story again. 

I just started a new thing last week: I am trying to print out a sheet for my Homeschool Radio
Shows notebook on the new stories, along with the short blurb of background information you
send each week. Then, if we don©t have time to check out the links thoroughly, I try to jot down
some of the key words or web addresses so I can go back later when the kids have time to li sten
to it. 

Okay, enough ideas already. Keep doing what you do. I just wish my husband had more time in
the day so he could burn more from the mp3 collections on to audio CDs. When he does, those
CDs get listened to again and again. 

Thanks, 

Amy Eytchison 

Brentwood, TN



Whhhhhhhat fun we have with these great treasures. We love to li sten to them when we are
altogether (we have 7 children). We all sit mesmerized during the show. Then the fun begins
when it is over we talk and talk and talk about the time of the show and the digging begins.
Starting with your tips before we listen and going on web searches and looking for books at the
library. Aaaaaaaaand how cool is it when your kids know the facts about something (in your
words) almost forgotten or nearly forgotten history =o) I also use it as a bribe (good or bad) to get
the daily jobs and school work done. But it works great as they love to li sten. THANKS
THANKS !!! Darla Klopfenstein 

-------------------

My young children love to li sten to these stories on
days we have to drive into the city to pickup my
husband from work. It©s a long communte for them and
the stories keep their mind off of how long they©ve
been strapped into their seatbelts and carseats. 

Thanks for making them available!
Lonette J.
Austin, TX

 ----------------------

Dear Erskine Family, 

I have written you before about how much we love your shows, my son really loves the Great
Guildersleeve. Well mostly we just use your shows for fun but educational stories as a break
from school! LOL but we like the CD with all the programs that tell about different inventions
such as the sewing machine and how frozen food came about. We have used these by researching
more about the particular ones that have interested us. I especially li ked the sewing machine
program since I learned to sew when I was 8 and now own my own quiltshop, I have my great
grandmothers Singer treadle machine in my shop!. Keep up the good work. 

Cyndie Lake 

Mom to Chelsea and Spencer ( who love your shows!)



Dear Jim

Initially my children weren©t all that impressed by the "old and corny" 
sound of the Homeschool Radioshows but I enjoyed them and felt they were 
packed with lots of good general information in a form that was fun to 
li sten to. I have been listening to them while I make dinner and it is 
surprising how the children have gravitated to the kitchen .... and stay!

Regards Fay Paris

------------------------

To Whom This May Concern,

We sometimes listen to your radio show when we fold
laundry, sew, or cross-stitch. It helps the time go
faster.

Thanks. Joanna Horevay

------------------------

Hello! We really enjoy listening to your radio programs when we are in the car on long trips - I
used to dread long drives with cooped-up kiddos - no more! Now they are very content to li sten
to these old radio shows and stories, and I feel li ke our drive-time is much better spent. Thanks
for the great variety of wonderful programs! (And, by the way, my kiddos have started
"producing" their own "radio shows" now, with a tape recorder, and they have wonderful,
creative play-time doing this!) 

Blessings, Jill

------------------------

I use your radio shows in the car as we go places for field trips and 
trips to Boy Scout events. We have also used a couple during a 
regular Cub scout meeting, and the kids get a kick out of hearing old 
commercials and stories. Thanks a lot for the great resources. 
Dave and Marsha McKellep



We really enjoy listening to the stories after a "just
too busy" day. It is nice to curl up with my 6year
old in a dimly lit room and listen to some of the more
entertaining stories as the tention of the day slips
away. (The dim lights help us picture the story
better.) I also will put on one of the more
educational ones when I MUST get something done with
the proviso that she will t ell me all about the story
when it is done playing. I believe this will help
with her comprehension as well as her abilit y to
listen and put things in an understandable order for
others. 
Thanks so much!
Tracy

------------------------

My children©s favorite time to li sten to these stories is just before bed in place of Mom©s regular
reading time. My children are young (9,4,2) and I find that listening before bedtime is a great
wind-down activity. They are more attentive simply because it is the end of a long day. They like
to lay on our bed and simply enjoy the stories. Even our 2-yr.-old begs to hear the "stories on the
puter". I think she just likes getting together li ke we do for family time before she goes off to
bed. That©s probably far from the most original usage of the shows but we love it and it works! 

Sincerely, 

T. Hudson

--------------------------

I get my kids to act out the story in a play (well , their version ... What they can remember.). And
it is sometimes quite different, amusing and entertaining. 

Cheers, Josie

--------------------------

My favorite activity that we have done with the stories, is when you played The Mystery of Oak
Island...since the story was sort of a cli ff hanger, I had my children (ages 7 and 9) write what they
thought happened to the treasure and what they thought might be buried there. We ill ustrated is
as well . We really had a great time doing this. 

I plan to have them write and ill ustrate about more of the stories as we listen to them. 

In HIS Care and by HIS Grace,

Connie
-----------------------------



I sent in some tips earlier today, but forgot one that may be great for older kids in homeschool. In
our case, it’s the teacher (me) who does this. You could have an older student set up a database to
keep track of which radio programs you have downloaded. Included in the database can be such
information as the name of the radio program (as opposed to episode), where you have them
saved (on cd or computer -- include which cd or computer location), and maybe even the
historical date that it is relevant to. If you want to get more in-depth, you can include the original
broadcast date, the length of the show, the names of any actors in the shows, and any other
information that you would like. This has been especially useful to me when there is a weekly
download that I think I may have on a cd already. I can simply check the database. You can do it
as simply or as complex as you would like.

Hope that helps someone…or maybe someone will give me a better idea on how to keep track of
radio programs!

Karen

Rural Wisconsin

-----------------------------

A whole bunch of ways! Listen at a meal, in the car, while doing artwork--to pique interest at the
beginning of a study or to be closure at the end. To preview somewhere we©re going-a historical
tie-in, to provide interest with a science topic. To remind them that newer is not always better!
Great example of how learning is fun--just for the fun of learning and being interested in
everything-anytime! 

Lynn Fote

-------------------------------

We enjoy listening to the radio programs when we get the time. We do not
have a regular time set up yet but I hope to soon. If the unfolded
laundry has piled up to uncomfortable proportions then we have a folding
session while li stening. Or, more to the childrens© liking, we color or
draw. They don©t necessarily draw about the program but sometimes do.
Thank you for making these programs available. They are each a piece of
history.
When my mother was at our house for a visit the children wanted to play
the EIO song for her and the Little Red Caboose. She remembered her
older brother li stening to Big John and Sparky when they were children. 
Apparently he tuned in faithfully each week.
Yes, Big John and Sparky are a big hit in our home, except maybe with my
husband. He©s not quite as enthusiastic.

Keep the shows coming!
Melanie Bergstrom



Our favorite time to li sten to Old Time Radio Shows that we have received from you is when we
are riding in our van. We have about a 20-25 minute drive to get anywhere. We’ve even been
known to sit in the van to finish a story before going in to where ever we are (be it church or the
grocery store or somewhere else). This is a great way to make use of that “wasted” time
traveling. It’s educational, it’s “school” , and the kids love it! What a great combination! 

My husband and I also like to li sten to Old Time Radio Shows each evening before bed. I’m
hoping to get our three boys into li stening before bed, as well . 

We’ve purchased in a portable MP3 player (on clearance), so we can listen to the shows away
from the computer, without having to make audio cds or tapes. (We were running out of places to
put all the audio cd’s we made! <g>)

Thanks for the great shows! I’m looking forward to seeing how all the others use these shows as
well !

Karen H.

Rural Wisconsin

---------------------------

Mr. Erskine, 

You asked for it so here it is. I didn©t reply to this before on how we use the radio programs b/c it
seems trivial to how others are using them. 

We live in a huge old farm house and only have heat and a/c on the lower level so at times of
extreme temps we move the kids downstairs to sleep on the bunk bed in the schoolroom. Well all
summer long they decided to move down here permanently a) because they wanted to organize
their ball -cards on their beds upstairs and not have to move them, & mainly b) b/c they can then
listen to the stories as they go to sleep which usually lasts well i nto the night! So these stories
have kept my boys up late to where they don©t want to get up very early. We usually also read up
on the extra stories and pictures from the web-sites you include with the stories. Anyway, my
kids absolutely love listening to these stories, and we have a couple of your sample CD©s they
have listened to several times. We also have a GA Henty Civil War story I have hidden away
until the proper time to li sten to it which is soon. We are also working on the speed reading. 

Thanks so much for this service you do! 

Lynda 

-------------------------------



Dear Jim and Susan,

We are getting back into the swing of things now, we©ve been in
school about 3 weeks and starting to take our lunch breaks with the
programs again. It©s so much more enjoyable than the TV, as we can just
be absorbed into the story with out our eyes being fastened to the TV
set. We listened to the Gig of the Saginaw today, I especially enjoy the
commercials that go along with the stories, how clean and down to earth,
they would be so boring by today's standard. We listened to the "Pox" the
other day and they were actually encouraging families to PRAY TOGETHER! 
You wouldn©t hear that advice today!! 

Once more our imaginations are being stimulated and we look
forward to the special sound effects being used. Our minds take on a
deeper appreciation of the story threads as the men and women act out the
different plots, we try to imagine how they look and what they must be
feeling. It is sort of li ke poetry, you see the words on paper, or hear
them expressed, but you have to use your faculties to get the gist of it
all . TV and movies have their place but they dupe us of so much of the
wonderment we find ourselves in when depending upon our great
imaginations to actually perceive what is being said. Our physical eyes
may see the scenes before us, but we need to teach ourselves and our
children how to see without all the external additives and learn to see
through sound, not just sight. We love the programs, keep up the good
work and thank you so much. Blessings to all of you, Pat Craig, and
granddaughters, Heather and Kristen. 

--------------------------

Dear Erskine Family, 

Our family enjoys your programs so much! Nearly every weekday at lunch, we put on a CD or
tape of radio shows and listen while we eat. The kids take turns choosing the story. Our favorite
time of li stening, however, is in front of the fireplace. The kids drag in their pill ows and blankets
and get comfy (as comfy as you can on a hardwood floor) and settle in for stories. They usually
end up spending the night there. Our favorite stories so far have been those on the Holiday CDs. 

Thank you for the service you provide. Keep ©em coming! 

The Brady Family

-----------------------------



Well , we definitely li ke these shows. 

I just found a portable small "boom" box that is small enough and portable enough to take it
everywhere. It is MP3 and Computer CD Rom compatable. So we don©t have to hang out by the
computer anymore listening, nor do I have to make copies like I used to. It is a RCA brand, and
was just under $50.00. Well worth the price. It has a place for hooking up earphones if need be,
takes batteries, and also plugs into the wall . I love it. There may be other brands available by
now. 

Now let©s see. We definitely keep a time line of all the shows. This helps my younger kids see
when the stories are taking place in relation to the other things we have studied, as well as the
other stories we have listened to that they remember. 

If I am able, we find a coloring page to color from the same time period. It doesn©t always have to
be of the person the story is about. But the general time period helps them to visualize when the
story took place. 

If I can find a picture book from the library about the person the story is about, that©s good and
we read it before or after as time allows. 

We definitely li sten at bedtime and while riding in the car. They are a captive audience! ; ) 

That©s about all I can think of now. If I think of more, I can send it later. 

Lisa Gustafson 

---------------------------

I love your radio shows. My computer for some reason won©t accept the e-mails you send weekly
(though it did get the correction you sent out today) I©ve called my e-mail provider, but they say
they don©t block anything, so I©m not sure what the problem is. Anyways, I li ke your program so
much that each week I go and guess what your next website will be so that even though I don©t
get the reminders, we still get most of the programs. (There are a few times I©ve been too busy
and forgotten.) 

Like many families now a days, it seems we are often in the car, driving to Bible Study, a friend©s
farm, Nana©s house, drama practice, etc. I copy the stories onto CD©s and we listen to them on
route. Most of the stories are just about the right length. The short ones take us to drama, the
longer ones to the farm. With 6 kids ages 8-18, the stories are something we all can enjoy (even
Mom), and it keeps the complaints and arguing to a minimum. We©ve bought several of the CDs
and converted them into regular CD©s for the kids as Christmas and birthday gifts. (They don©t
even mind that they get gifts that I can also call school!) Thanks so much for your ministry. 

Debby Kennedy

------------------------------



Hi, my name is Sue Sampley, and we are a homeschooling family of 2 girls – ages 9 and 11
years' old. We like to start our days listening to Livingbooks -- well , actually, after we wake up,
eat, get dressed and straighten up to start the day. We like to start our homeschooling day with
listening to Livingbooks in our li vingroom. It's sort of a time for us to gather and share, giving us
a sense of community, before we each go our separate ways for the day – a sort of Rock of
Gibralter, so to speak. It's our routine, a mainstay, and something we can count on happening
every day, even if just for a few minutes. Our li ves can be chaotic, and our morning routine gives
us the strength to hold together throughout the chaos that makes up our li ves. We so much
appreciate your making this available to us, and we hope this brief look into our li ves through
Livingbooks will help others with their li ves. Thank you! 

------------------------------

We stumbled on homeschoolradioshows through one of the many e-newsletters I get. 

Initially we burnt the stories to cds and our dd7 listened to them on the stereo at random.

Now our daughter comes to me, knowing that I have a selective store of programme on the
computer, and asks them to be saved on the mp3 stick (that I was given for MY birthday!). She
listens to them after lunch while I have ©mums time out© . She devours 3 at a time! Many times
she will recognise a story or author we have read or talked about and at other times I make
recommendation. Its just so simple!

The other time we use them is whilst travelli ng. Both sets of grandparents li ve 5 1/2 hours away,
so having something capitivating for the children to do in the car is a huge bonus. The other
advantage over them listening to songs is that they don©t sing along to the radio programmes!
LOL

There is absolutely no way I could tell you which were her favourite as weeks and months
afterwards they come up again in conversations like "Remember in [Name of show] that........" or
"That's li ke [name of person] in the story we listened to."

Thanks homeschoolradioshows!
Natasha
New Zealand 

------------------------------



Do you mean aside from just having a relaxing family evening? Entertaining a sick child?
Keeping them happy on long trips? Keep them interested in a "li ving" book for History class? To
keep them safe from modern television and radio with the unwholesome themes let alone
commercials? 

Your programs have been SUCH a blessing to our family. I match them to our homeschool
curriculum many times. Sometimes by geography, time period, or theme. The kids always get
more excited when I name a radio show they will be hearing during the study. 

When my 7 year old, slightly hyperactive child would NOT stay laying down with a fever, the
radio programs were the only way to keep him down. I©ve always meant to thank you for that! 

And we never, ever before heard "awwww!" when we pulled into our destination after a long
trip.. before these programs! 

So, I wish I had a fancy tip for you, something that no one else has thought of, but I©m sure these
are very average ways of using them. But it seemed like the perfect opportunity to say "Thank
you" for them! 

God Bless you and this ministry of entertaining families with wholesome material! 

The Gardners 

Chip & Laura, 

Jeremy, Emily & Luke 

----------------------------

We listen to Cinnamon Bear every Christmas starting around Dec first.Then we listen to it every
day until Dec 26th. But this isn't a novel idea is it?

Yours,

Cindy S in Calgary, Alberta, Canada

---------------------------

I burn the stories on a CD and save it for the next trip we take that is longer than 30 minutes.
They love listening to the stories! Most of the places we go to are at least 30 minutes away so we
always have something decent (actually, outstanding!) to li sten to. 

J. Hall

----------------------------



Howdy, 

Here©s what I do: I copy and paste the brief descriptions that you include every week into a
computer file, copy and paste information from the "resources" that you send into individual
files, and record the show and save it into a "radio shows" file. Then about every 6 months, I
record one CD with all of the shows on it. I print out the descriptions for the programs on that
disk and mark their date in history and use them as we come to that time period in our studies.
We like to li sten to them into the van or at bedtime/quiet-time. My very active 7 and 3 year old
boys will sit amazingly still for most of these programs!! Their favorites are still "E-I-O song,"
and "the Cinimon Bear." (Will I ever get those 2 songs out of my head?!!!) I"m considering
setting up a "Family Radio Night" instead of a "movie night." I think they would love it --
especially with the crispt fall and winter days coming on! Hot Cider, popcorn, warm blanket my
family snuggled under it li stening to a great radio program.... sounds as close to heaven as we can
get! 

Thanks for sending them our way! 

Julie of Colorado Springs, CO

-----------------------------

We just started receiving the programs about 6 weeks ago. My daughter already remembers that a
new one should be coming on Tuesday! Some days, when she is done independent reading, but
the baby is still napping, she will get to li sten to them. 

They are a reward in our house, for cleaning up the class, doing something extra special without
being asked, or just as a treat for finishing all of her school work without complaining! 

We have already used them in li fe too...when we went saili ng in her Grandfather©s boat, her hat
blew off , and though we tried to go back and retrieve it, by the time we turned around, the hat
was nowhere to be seen. So as she cried, I remembered "Danny Dollar-Bill " and we talked about
how maybe a tourist from Sweden fishing in the lake would reel it in and then.........! It made the
tears much shorter li ved than usual! 

Thank you! 

Charity Mile

-----------------------------



Hi there...I don©t really have a special way that I use the radio shows...we just get a lot from them
as we listen. Sometimes it©s literary (Mark Twain, R. Louis Stevenson), sometimes historical,
sometimes scientific nuggets. But I want to share with you how much one particular show meant
to us... 

We just moved to Phoenix (!) from the Bitterroot Valley of Montana. We feel that it©s the right
thing for us, and that it©s God©s will , but leaving Montana has been very hard, especially for
Mom!! When we opened the story of the Rocky Mountain spotted fever, we were blown away!!
It was SOOO wonderful to hear the names from our old home...Missoula, Hamilton...knowing
exactly what those ramshackle cabins look like, and wondering if Rocky Mountain Laboratories
in Hamilton came from the old schoolhouse lab used in those days. It was like a mini-vacation
back to our home, and we really thank you for that...makes me cry, yes, but it©s a good cry!! 

Also, I didn©t realize that I had to download the stories right away...I always saved them in my
email , thinking I could download them later...WRONG!! Is there any way to retrieve them?
Thank you for this service, we sure do enjoy it...better go so I can download this week©s shows!!
God bless you! 

Janet Garvey

-----------------------

Good afternoon! Just wanted to drop you a quick line and tell you that we love your radio
programs. They are a valuable and enjoyable part of our homeschool curriculum. 

We have purchased a couple of diffrent collections. I often use them as part of our language arts
curriculum. We listen and discuss them. Sometimes they ill ustrate the story as we are listening or
afterward. Often, a story has inspired further reading (of the book for instance) or investigation of
the subject (using the internet). 

We also just plain have fun with them! We loved the Cinnamon Bear and the entire Christmas
Collection was just wonderful. My children also have their favorites that they want repeated over
and over, li ke Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the Speckled Band. Their imaginations are
so wonderful that we had to turn that one off f or a minute or two--they were scared!! :-D 

How wonderful it i s to share these wonderful radio programs with a whole new generation (or
two!) Mom enjoys listening as much as her children. 

Thank you again! 

Clarissa

---------------------------



Okay, I©m SURE these are nothing new, but since you asked...

Our favorite times to li sten are in the car. We live about 30 minutes 
from our grocery store, so on days when we go "to town," I put on a 
program to li sten to. Keeps the car blissfully quiet! If I can find some 
online, I©ll print out an appropriately topical coloring sheet or two for 
the littl e ones to keep their hands busy.

We also listen at bedtime. The stories seem to wind the kids down quite 
well !

We haven©t cued them in to lesson time yet, but since we are "li festyle 
of learning" schoolers, we find interesting things to learn from almost 
every story!

Peggy in Oregon

----------------------

Dear Erskine Family, 

I would li ke to share with you what your radio shows have done for our family. 

We are a homeschool family that is on a very tight budget. When we learned of your down loads
we were very excited. Excited that you offered such a valuable asset for our family to have. Our
family enjoy listening to your shows as well as reading the littl e extra insights about the current
story. 

As all your other loyal customers know, the shows are a great replacement for the TV which too
many families use as a babysitting tool more than anything now a days. 

When ever we are visiting or having visiting grandparents we love to play your radio shows for
them. The kids are always excited to have their favorite shows played for grandparents. It gives
us a great family time together and brings back a lot of memories that are shared with our
children which could have been lost forever. It is funny how they can remember all the littl e
things that happened at that time in their li ves. Our relatives enjoy the shows so much that they
too down load them or have us down load them for them. So I wouldn©t limit your shows just to
Homeschool families for they are for any family that is searching for that special connection to
the good old family values. Thank you for all that you have shared with our family! 

May God continue to Bless you all ! 

Suzanne

-----------------------------



Well , we don't really use the programs along with our school work ± yet… but that is because we
are studying the Middle Ages this year, and I haven't had time to get a good log of the shows we
have that might pertain to that time period. I have to say that your weekly li sts have really been a
blessing to my son (15 as of Tuesday J ). For several years, we did not have a tv (when the one
we had died, I decided that we would go a year and see how we liked not having a tv, before we
made a decision to replace it. The end of the year came and went, and we found that 1. we had
lots more time because we were not in front of the tv all the time, and 2. my son's attention span
increased. (there is no scientific evidence for this, but I firmly believe that all that time in front of
a tv is part of what is contributing to the Attention Deficit problem in our country now). 

At any rate, one day we found your web site, and I started downloading the files you offered. My
son was enchanted by the old radio shows. We have bought several CD's (your prices are great!),
and we have joined another site where we can download other radio shows. He is particularly
fond of the old comedy shows ± Jack Benny, Abbott & Costello, Mel Blanc, and Red Skelton, to
name a few. 

All of this has led to a new appreciation of movies and what they should be. He is a great fan of
the ªoldº movies and true movie ªstarsº such as James Stewart, James Cagney, Bob Hope, Bing
Crosby, Fred Astaire, and Gregory Peck. 

All i n all , I must say that my son has a greater appreciation for classical lit erature because of the
shows we have downloaded from you, which is something so many of the public school children
never get. When I was teaching, I was appalled to see that the ªshort storiesº in the literature
books we used, were simply a page or two from one of the classic novels. These children are
missing out on so very much of the foundations of our modern society because they do not read
things like Tom Sawyer, Little Women, Moby Dick, and A Tale of Two Cities. Then too, when a
ªmodernº author makes a reference to the classic literature, most students just don't have any
idea what it means, so they miss out on so much.

I suppose the point to all this rambling, is that because of your service, my son has learned so
much more than I ever thought he would, not only about history, and literature, but also the
history of mass media, from books, to radio, to tv, to movies. He is familiar with people (the
movie stars who make the radio shows) that others of his generation have never heard of, and he
can make comparisons of the li fe styles of those who came before and who are now in movies. I
think that most of today's ªstarsº come out lacking in that comparison.

Thank you so very much for your shows.

Jodi/NC

<>< 

-------------------------



Thank you so much for the wonderful, wholesome, educational, and entertaining shows. My
oldest son chops wood every afternoon to keep the family warm in the cooler weather. The other
day while he was out in the shed chopping wood, I heard the CD player blasting with some of
your shows. He loves the real li fe stories best, I think, as those are the ones he plays over and
over again. I was delighted to see him working so hard with his hands, and at the same time
giving his mind something to really work on, too. He was listening to the Battle of the Ovens, on
that particular occasion, but I have heard "Yellow Jack" innumerable times coming from his
bedroom. 

Thank you so much for giving my family history that lives for them. Both my sons really love
listening to stories, even though they are 13 & 16 years old--I think this gives them an
"acceptable" way to do it still . I must admit that I really enjoy them too, and on occasion I have
caught my husband listening to these old radio programs over the "news" . 

Thank you, again and God bless your family, 

Toni Cancill a

-----------------------------

Hi there! I don©t know that I have any earth shaking tips, but I will t ell

you what we have enjoyed doing. We love finding books and movies and
putting them all together. We read The Wizard of Oz, by Frank Baum, then we
listened to the radio show, then we finished up with the movie. It was SO
much fun, and both my children (7 yo and 3 yo) enjoyed it SO much!

We haven©t read the book Alice in Wonderland (though we have read some
excerpts), but we listened to the radio show, then watched the Walt Disney
animated movie. And while at Grandma©s, my children saw a portion of Moby
Dick, with Gregory Peck. We listened to the radio show, then found a copy
of the movie and watched it. We©ll read the book later. And my daughter©s
first experience with the story of Snow White came from your CD!

We also enjoy finding books about related subjects. We listened to The
Sting of Death (MANY times - it is my son©s FAVORITE!), and Yellow Jack.
Then we read a book about Louis Pasteur. We listened to several other
related radio shows too, but right this minute I can©t recall exactly which
ones. 

We have enjoyed the Firefighters series, and listen while we are coloring
(we have a chart to log how far they run, and they color in pictures to keep
up with it). This is especially dear to all of us because my father was a
firefighter. Oh, and my son LOVES Sherlock Holmes! We found some DVD©s of
the old television series, with Basil Rathbone, and of course we had to buy
them. <g> So he gets to li sten, and to watch. My son also likes to do
hand work while li stening. He is fond of the loop looms, and has made lots



of potholders. He is also learning to latch hook. And sometimes we fold
laundry or do other odds and ends while we are listening.

And, when daylight savings time ends, we will go back to li stening to Sgt.
Preston of the Yukon each night before bed. My son likes to fix up a "sled"
and act along with the stories. I found some drawings of RMP©s and let them
color them while li stening too. And of course, we branched out into talking
a bit about Canada and the RMP.

I©m not sure if this is exactly what you were looking for, but I do know
that we LOVE these old radio programs. I am excited about downloading this
week©s program, because I already know my son LOVES shows like this! Thank
you so much for a wonderful resource, and many, many hours of enjoyment and
learning! 

Blessings on you,
Kelly

-----------------------

I just thought I would reply with how we use your wonderful broadcasts.

In the middle of the day when we all need a break from book work, we sit
down with a sandwich and enjoy listening to the wonderful old radio
broadcasts. It gives us all something to look forward to and a way to use
our imagination; which is taken away with TV. Thank you for offering this
wonderful service. We love it and look forward to it every day.

Rachel Ossenbeck

------------------------

My family really enjoy the radio shows. We don©t exactly "use them in our homeschooling" as
such - they are brilli ant to put on when littl e ones are
getting a littl e tired and crotchety, or on a grey, rainy day. Our
homeschooling tends to happen all the time, and so the radio shows
contribute in their own right to our childrens© education.

God bless

Paulette Fawcett

-----------------



Dear Erskine Family, 

We enjoy your Radio Shows each week and incorporate them into our Homeschooling History
studies. Often, you will send "just the right program" to go along with what we are studying. We
print out the information and check out the links that you list also. After we listen to a program,
we have the children answer questions about it. Then they do an oral report to their Father. We
have a special file where we keep each program so that we can easily find it for li stening to
again. We appreciate the programs so much and have shown our appreciation by purchasing
some of your programs on CD. 

Hopefully, you will be able to continue sending these programs for many more years. We still
have five more years until our youngest will finish with our homeschooling program and we want
to keep listening to the programs each week for use in our History lessons. 

But I think we will still li sten to the programs even after the kids have graduated from school. It
is much better than watching television. And we don©t have to worry about it being inappropriate
for our Christian values. I have told all of my homeschooling friends about your Radio Shows so
they can listen also. 

Thank you! 

Your Faithful Listening Audience in South Texas - The Lane Family

-----------------

Thanks again to your family for the wonderful shows that you make available to us. We have
been downloading the weekly free shows as well as li stening
to the shows that we have purchased from you several times in the past. I
think, to date, we have about 4 or 5 of your CD collections.

For one of my middle school/high school age sons, we expanded his study of
U.S. History to two years and counted it as a high school course. As much
as he loves to read biographies, historical fiction, and listen to your
radio programs, I couldn©t see pushing through a year of U.S. History in the
8th grade and again in the 11th grade and miss the opportunity of tying in
good reading and listening to enrich his studies. I took his U.S. History
text, divided it in half, and then used the chapter headings to help make a
list of books and radio programs for each of the chapters. He reads from
the text to get a general overview of the time period, then picks 2 or 3
books to read and as many of the radio programs that we have that pertain to
that era to li sten to. It©s certainly made history a lot more fun.

I©ve done this same thing with one of my other sons and his study of world
history. He©s one of the few kids I know of who enjoys reading through a
history encyclopedia. Listening to the radio programs adds another
dimension to his studies!
Thanks again, Karen N.



...and OUR thanks to all of you for sharing!  We are honored and humbled to be such a part of
so many famili es’ li ves.

Well , that©s it for this Special Report! We hope that the ideas shared here are a real
encouragement and blessing to your household!

If YOU haven©t visited us recently, and would like to receive our FREE weekly "li ving books for
the ears" programs, just go to:

www.homeschoolradioshows.com
...and check it out!

Blessings to you and yours,

The Erskine Family

Canmer, KY

PS. Please feel free to pass along a copy of this file to friends you think might benefit from
hearing about our service! We would REALLY appreciate it!

PSS. You may also want to check out our latest site for free copies of some classic
Bible Story Books from years gone by — www.LetticeBell .com !

-------------------------------
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